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annihilation of Poland after a five weeks' campaign
of devastating efficiency. Stalin, however, inter-
vened at the critical moment when the Polish forces
might well have rallied on inner lines, and helped
himself to the Polish Ukraine and White Russia; with
the result that the strategic value of Poland to Hitler
has been completely lost. Ukrainian wheat and
Roumanian oil are now of uncertain accessibility.
Mr. Chamberlain's patience and resource are already
winning decisive victories on the diplomatic front
where Hitler was wholly confident of the result.

In what respect has Mr. Chamberlain so signally
triumphed?  First should be noted his ability to take
advantage of Hitler's stupendous blunder in signing
the German-Soviet Pact without making the slightest
attempt to cover his lines of diplomatic communica-
tion. Mr. Chamberlain was at once able to exploit the
natural revulsion among the other partners of the
Anti-Comintern Pact and call upon the reserves of
goodwill in Tokyo, Rome and Burgos, which his
personal policy had stored there. It is neither fair nor
accurate to say that Ribbentrop's mad initiative did
all the work for him.   Mr. Chamberlain wonld not
have been able to take immediate advantage of the
Diplomatic Revolution without the background of his
own record.   For anyone else with a more militant
record a British rapprochement with Italy, Spain
and Japan would have been subject to precisely the
same objections and limitations as Ribbentrop's own
coup. Then, secondly, by his insistent emphasis upon
the value of agreement with Turkey and by the attain-
ment of his objective in spite of intense German and
Soviet pressure, he has eliminated war from tte
Mediterranean, and assured Britain's strategic posi-
tion in tfte Near East. This he has ac^e
exerting any undue influence on Ankara.
judged that Turkey must come to realize tie